
Sixth Judicial District

Pro Bono Action Now Committee Meeting

Thursday, October 5, 2017

The phone meeting commenced at approximately 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 5, 2017.

The following committee members were present: Hon. Molly R. Fitzgerald, Co-Chair; Michaela

Azemi; Michael Danaher, Jr.; Tom Dubel; Sindy Garey; Paul Lupia; and Arlene Sanders.  Kelly

Nannery was present on behalf of the 6JD Administrative Office. Also present from LawNY.org

were Hema Muthiah (Elmira office) and Dilara Ozbek (Ithaca office) and Pam MacLaren, pro bono

paralegal.

The following  local bar associations were represented as well: Judith Osburn (President-Broome

Bar).

Judge Fitzgerald thanked everyone for attending and introduced herself.  She immediately turned

the floor over to Arlene Sanders who went into the topics on today’s agenda.

Senior Legal Clinic 2017

The clinic will take place on 10/21 from 9am to 1pm and offers a 30 min free consultation to

seniors 60 yrs and above.  The volunteers as well as seniors to attend were signing up at a lot

slower pace this year.  They are still looking for additional bar members to volunteer.  So far they

have 9 volunteers.  A notice has been in the Bar Notes for last 2 months.  Members who have

volunteered in the past get an email from Sindy Garey.  There have been newspaper articles in the

Senior News and they have contacted senior living agencies.  Senior News also does a blast list.

They have a successful aging article coming out in the Press & Sun-Bulletin.  The Office for Aging

does a blast to all senior centers as well.  There is also a flyer that gets distributed.  Judge

Fitzgerald asked about WBNG’s  Around the Tiers.  Arlene indicated that they have done that for

the race before but never the senior legal clinic.  They haven’t needed to because in the  past they

got 80-100 seniors without using WBNG.  Arlene indicated that if they end up with a really low

number they will consider other formats.  Judge Fitzgerald asked Judy to contact  Around the Tiers

at WBNG. They are trying to get 18-22 attorney volunteers.

Veteran’s LRS Program/Veteran’s Clinics

This is a one year grant to begin January of 2018 from Criminal Justice Services to provide services

in house and pro bono.  They are going to be working with Veteran Center. Haven’t been able to

provide more in house service in the past with divorces, bankruptcies, etc.  If come in thru the

Veteran Center the vets get special entry.  They are changing their intake process to catch the

veterans.  LRS dovetails into this.  They can waive fee for LRS if the person is a vet.  All vets that

come through LRS have to be referred from the Veteran Center or another veteran agency.  So far

it’s working well.  The vets still have to meet an income criteria.  They have in house grants that

don’t require income criteria.  Advising LRS attorneys of the grants at Legal Aid so that they can

refer them.  

Update - 2017 Race for Justice

The race was on September 16  and this was its 4  year.  They had the most attorney sponsorsth th



yet.  They brought in some new corporate sponsors, such as Raymond, Visions, WB Mason. The

race is building every year. This year they raised a little over $11,000, but netted in the mid $7,000 

range.  It has been a good year in terms of bringing in money and grants.  They will begin in the

next month or two the planning for next year’s race.  They have to reserve dates a year in advance.

2018 Pro Bono Bench & Bar CLE 

Every year the bar association and Legal Aid put on CLE program.  They try to tailor the subject

matter to topics that will provide good attendance. This year’s is in May, the third Thursday of

May.  They offer members the ability to pay for the program or take a pro bono case over the

course of the year.  They have found that if they restrict it to just doing a pro bono case that less

people show up.  This year’s topic will be landlord tenant and best practices in town and village

courts.  They hope to bring in attorney justices to present.  This will be a great topic to bring in

attorneys and judges.

Pro Bono Innovation Funds Grant

This is a very competitive grant because it’s a national competition.  Legal aid organizations from

across the country submitted applications.  There were 60 applicants and only 15 were chosen. 

They have to thank Judy Osburn on behalf of the Broome bar for her letter of support as well as

Judge Fitzgerald’s letter of support on behalf of the Pro Bono Committee.  LSC said one of the

things that attracted them to Legal Aid’s application was that support. This will give Legal Aid the

opportunity to expand representation of tenants to town and village courts.  They have had the

program for over 5 years in Binghamton City Court where attorneys there can give pro bono

assistance for evictions.  Now they can hire a paralegal and experienced attorney (at least 5 years

experience) to build up the program in the town and village courts.  One other feature is they are

going to also add services to the existing program in Binghamton City Court.  They want to have

a rental housing counselor to work with them to find other housing, refer to different resources,

work on budgeting.  If the tenant is staying in the house they may still need advice and support

with budgeting.  It will be more of a social worker type position.  Legal Aid will partner with an

agency that does that work.

This grant focuses on four courts.  They are approaching the managing partners in larger firms to

suggest this is a good way for their attorneys to get experience.  They have trained a few attorneys

at Coughlin & Gerhart.  They hope to do the same with other firms.  Judge Fitzgerald asked if they

can’t sit down with the managing partners as it seems they are always looking for ways to give

back to the community.  Judge Fitzgerald said she’d attend a meeting to get other firms on board.

Pro Bono Training

Michaela Azemi of LawNY reported that they had a Pro Bono Coordinator training day.  The plan

is to do such training in between years when there isn’t a partnership conference. There was a lot

of talk about collaboration and different initiatives.  October 13  presenting on domestic violence.th

October 18th doing  ethics CLE in conjunction with Chemung County pro bono recognition

ceremony. October 19  presenting at the NYS Bar a CLE on pro bono ethics for governmentth

attorneys.  It is to encourage government attorneys to take on pro bono matters even though they

may have additional conflicts of interest. October 26  is a CLE in conjunction with Corningth
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Corporated in an attempt to connect with corporations and in house counsel.   

There has been an increased need at Legal Aid in immigration issues at their monthly clinics.  More

so because they’re scared.  The number of appointments for students has doubled.  Arlene advised

that Dan Reynolds does immigration and other civil matters.  Every clinic have both.  He’ll do

immigration and other civil stuff.  They also have Angelica Parado-Abeya...Feyi Gaji...Bill Gibson.

Attorneys Emeritus

Law NY has been putting on pro bono ethic CLE’s and at every one they have been able recruit at

least 1 once it is explained.  They have an attorney from the law firm of William Meagher to

mentor law students.  Arlene said they don’t have many attorneys who complete the 60 hrs. 

Michaela says they only have 2 that have completed their 60 hrs.  Easiest way to reach is the

collaborative divorce matters.  This program was initiated by Judge Lippman to bring in retired

attorneys or attorneys age 55 or older.  The attorney can earn more CLE credits and if they are

retired they don’t have to pay the registration fee.  In Broome one of the issues is that the

attorneys never retire.  Michaela has 1 attorney who is fully retired and is only doing pro bono in

order to get the $375 registration fee waived.  It is helping to bolster education law for them.   The

mentoring and training part is invaluable and they attorney can get credit.  It is great to pair an

attorney emeritus with a young attorney on something outside their comfort zone.

Waiver of Bar Assoc Dues for 50+ Hour Pro Bono Attorneys

Michaela stated that this is a nice way for the bar association to recognize these attys in a tangible

way.  Judge Fitzgerald asked what Sindy thought about it.  Sindy said Broome has a very limited

budget to begin with.  If the Broome Bar were to do something like this they would have to take

something away.  Michaela suggested another way to recognize those attorneys might be to honor

a law firm with the most pro bono attorneys with a plaque.  Sindy said that Broome already does

an annual plaque award to a single individual.  There maybe a way to expand that to the firm that

does the most pro bono work.  Sindy said their members are phenomenal at offering their time

for pro bono and community service.  They don’t usually have a huge issue getting volunteers

when they need them.  Michaela said they are struggling in Steuben as they only  have 120

members.  Sindy said Broome has 4x as many.  Their current member is 557 members, although

some are outside Broome County.  The more rural the counties the more challenging.  Judy said

Legal Aid does a good job of organizing matters and that makes it easier for the attorney to

participate.  Sindy said the bar association like most are not pro active.  They spend lot of time on

the phone reaching out as their members respond better to a personal touch.

Law Student Interns Take Pledge (see attached pdf)

Michaela reported that there are 15 students volunteering to get 50 hours.  They have them sign

a pledge to commit to 10 hrs once admitted to the bar.

Next meeting to be tentatively scheduled for mid to late Jan, 2018.  Week of 1/16/18 at 3pm.
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